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pair " Farmer Godric and his cummer Godgifu ". But
when a Norman king could marry an English wife, it was
clear that the two races would not remain separated much
longer.

CHAPTER 6

THE WORST EVILS OF FEUDALISM.
THE RESTORATION OF ORDER

In the last chapter we have seen England conquered;
we might even say enslaved.   It seems strange that after people
the first few years the English made no effort to get free, ion? &%
It was the Norman barons who made the rebellions.strong'
" But," we are tempted to ask ourselves, " if the people
hated a king as they hated William Rufus, why did not
they combine with the barons to drive him out?"    It
would have been easy, of course;  why was it not done?
The answer is that Englishmen feared the Norman barons
much more than they disliked the king.   And they were
right.    Rufus might be bad, but a rule of the barons
would be far worse.

Henry Fs son had been drowned as he was trying
to save his sister from the wreck of the White Ship, Matilda,
which a drunken steersman had run on the Casquets.
The king wished to secure the throne for his daughter
Matilda, and during his lifetime had made his barons
swear to be faithful to her. But Matilda had married
Geoffrey of Anjou, whom the Norman barons hated as
a foreigner. And, besides, no one then ever thought a
woman to be a fit person to rule the kingdom. Thus,
when Henry died the barons helped his nephew, Stephen
of Blois, to seize the crown.